[2 Ocroser, 1915.]

voting could be adopted in a district not
divided into wards. Otherwise, where more
than one eandidate is to be elected thero is
great diffiealty in ¢ounting the votes. I
have been assured that at one election in
this State where two positions had to be
filled, it took no less than”25 counts of the
votes to arrive at the result. Tf that is so,
it would be extremely difficult in many
places for the officials of the local authori-
ties to ecount the votes. Hon. membera will
observe that the system of preferential
voting proposed by this Bill is the same as
that adopted for Parliamentary elections.
The adoption of preferential voting in
municipal elections will largely do away
with that aystem which is a curse
to-day — justices of the peace going
around municipalities with ballot papers
and filing them up with the names of
their persenal friends. A munieipal voter
has now a month in which to vote be-
fore the election is held, but wunder
preferential voting only seven days will
elapse between nomination and eleetion, and
that will be the limit of time during which
ballot papers can be hawked about. Thua
the justice of the peace will be largely pre-
vented from canvassing for personal friends,
a3 occagionally he does in return for pay-
ment. The clanse dealing with that matter
has been omitted from fhe Bill, but I shall
introduce it if the measure passes the
second reading. Hon. members will observe
that I have restricted the Bill te a very
few matters, my chief object being to allow
the House to express an opinion on the prin.
ciple of ome ratepayer one vote. Ii is the
fairegt system that ean be adopted; it is
fair to the property owner, fair to the oecu-
pier, and fair to all persons concerned in
tha election of members of municipal bodies.
Under the present municipal law property
owners are protected so far as loans are
coneernad, because the Municipalities Act
provides that on the guestion of a loan only
property owners may vote, the reason heing
that their property is to be mortgaged for
repayment of the loan. But as regards the
management of the municipality and the
condnet of munigipal affairs, the owner, un-
less he i3 an oecupier, has no vote at all
An owner who is not an occupier cannot
vote in the election of mayor and couneil-
lors. T consider that this Bill will be the
means of doing away with a good deal of
the aufairness which now exists. Why should
one man have the right to east four votes
for mayor?

The Minister for Works: Why should he
not?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T will tell the
Minister why not, Very few of the men
who have the right to cast four votes for
mayor are owners of property., The ma-
jority of them are oceupiers. Now, an oecu-
pier has not so large -an interest at stake in
the municipality as has the owner, who te-
day can cast only one vote. Every penny
that a man posesses has been spent in build-
ing a home for himself and he resides in it,
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and that man, as the owner of the property,
is entitled to exercise one vote only. The
advancement of the district is to him a mat-
ter of much greater importance than it is to
the occupier of a place, and that occupier
perhaps hay the right to ecast four votes.
That occupier may not have any special in-
torest in the wmumicipality at all. The posi-
tion is unfair, unjust, and it is, not equit-
able, and. consequently we do not get the
best administration in connection with our
municipal system. The Bill which I am in-
troducing will remedy that defect. In New
South Wales & mensure on similar lines has
been introduced. That is the most populous
State in the Commonwealth apd it has been
realised there that the system which has
been in foree in the past has been detri-
mental to the best interests of the State,
and consequently they have altered the sys-
tem of voting. They are following up the
practice adopted in New Zealand, South
Australia and in other countries of the world
exeept Victoria, Western Australia and a
portion of Queensland. I ean confilently
ask hon. members to agree to the Bill which
will provide for a system in force in nearly
every part of the world. I move—

-+ That the Bill be mow read a second
time. .

On motion by the Minister for Works the
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 15.3% p.m,
i
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The PRESIDENT took the Chbair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

POINT OF ORDER—PAPERS ORDERED.

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [4,33]:
May I draw your attention, Mr. President,
to a matter which affects the rights of this
Hounzef On the 11th September last the .
Council passed, at my instance, the following
resolution :—

That all papers in connection with the
. amended regulations under the Explosives
{Xc_t, 1893, laid on the Table of the House
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by the Minister for Education or the 2nd

September, 1919, be l1aid on the Table of

the Honge,
A new regulation under the Explosives Act
had been gazetted, and I wanted .fo lknow
exactly what that regulation meant. I had
previously, on the 14th August, asked the
Minister for Edueation the following ques-
tion ;—— g '

What restrictions or regulations are in
-operation, or are likely to be brought into
operation, with reference to the use of
sodium = nitrate in nitro-glycerine ex-
plosivest-

The Minister replied:

Regulations are now being framed and
will be gazetted on Priday next, permit-
ting the use of sodium nitrate in mining
cxplosives, provided that the presence of

that compound is indicated in the maik-.

ing of the cases.

That is 5 definite reply to a definite ques-
tion. :

The PRESIDENT:
must, please, for both our sakes, state his
point of order as shortly as possible.

Hon., H. STEWART: This House or-
dered the laying om the Table of eertain
papers. My objeet in moving for their pro-
duction was that I, and others interested,
showld be able to ascertain the exact effect
of the amended regnlations before they came
into force. After the lapse of more than a
fortnight, Minés Department file 918/19, re-
ferring to mining stores, explosives, ete.,
was laid on the Table yesterday. On going
through the file I found that the three
papers which would give the iuformation
neeedary for an  understanding of the
amended regulations had been removed from
the file, and in lieu of them, presumably a
¢¢cross reference sheet’’ had been inserted,
reading—

Note.—Confidential Order in Council de-
fining the composition of S.N. gelignite
dynamite and P.N. gelatine dynamite
withdrawn and put up in confidential file
No. Mines 705/13.

T am being put to endless trouble to obtain
the information I need, and I ask your rul-
ing, 8ir, as to whether the order of the
House ifor the production of the whole of
the papers is complied -with by the produe-
tion of a file from which certain documents
are missing

The PRESIDENT [4.35]: The ecircom-
gtances relating to the production of papers
are laid down on pages 509 and 510, of
‘‘May,’’ Tenth FEdition, and are as fol-
lows:—

If parties mneglect to make returns in -

reasonable time, they are orderéd to
make them forthwith; or so much of re-
turns as has not been made. If they con-
tinue to withlwold them, they are ordered
to attend at the bar of the House; and,
unless they satisfactorily explain the
cause of their neglect, and comply with
the order of the House, they will be cen-

The hon. member-

[COUNCIL.)

* snred or punished according to the cir-
_ cumstances of the case,

There are, however, certain modifying eir-
cumstances which are ailnded to—

Returns may be moved for, either by
order or address, relating to any public
matter, in which the House or the Crown
has juriddietion, . .. The papers and
correspondence sought from Government
departments should be of a public and
ofticial character, and not private or con-
fidential. . . . However ample the power
of each House to enforee the production
of papers, a sufficient cause must be shown
for the exercise of .that power; and if
considerations of public policy ¢an be
nrged against = motion for papers, it is
either withdrawn, or otherwise dealt with
according to the judgment of the House.

My ruling in this question is that unless the
leader of the House can show that the pro-
duetion of these papers is eontrary to publie
policy, the papers should be produced.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hop. C. F.
Baxter—FEast) [4.38]: I have no knowledge
that any papers have been removed from the
file in question, and of course it is not prac-
ticable for me to reply this afternoon, Mr.
Stewart did bring to my notice, just before
the House met, the fact that certain papers
are missing, aud I observe that they have been
removed from the file on the grouand that
they are of a confidentizl nature. I will have
the matter inquired into hefore the next sit-
ting of the House, and will then report.

PAPERS—STATE SAWMILLS,
PROJECTED SALE. '

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.40]: I move—

That all papers connected with the pro-
posed sale of the State sawmills to a French
company be laid on the Table of the House.

The papers referred to have already heen laid
on the Table of another place, and I under-
stand that this Chamber may be called upon
to deal with the important question of the
gale of the Btate Sawmills, I understand
the Govermment themselves have no objection
to the production of the papers here, and I
consider it necessary that members of this
Chamber should have the benefit of peruging

those papers, so that they may familiariae

themselves with all matiers which have led
up to the present position of affaira. Not-
withstanding all the correspondence on the
subject which has appeared in the eolumns
of the Press, and all the regolutions which
have been carried by varions sections of the
community, T think that a pervsal of the
papers for which I am moving will enable hon.
members better to judge for themselves as
to the advisableness or otharwise of gelling
that State trading concern,

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon, C. F-
Baxter—Bast) [4.41]: The Government are
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desirous of giving the House the fullest
information on this subject. The papers are
at present, as Mr, Duffell hag mentioned, on
the, Table of the Legislative Assembly; but
a full eopy of the whole of them will be made
as speedily as possible and laid on the Table
of this Chamber.

Question put and passed.

" BILL: — KALGOORLIE FRIENDLY
SOCIETIES INVESTMENT VALI-
. DATION.

In Committee.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; Hon. H.

Millington in charge of the Bill
Clange 1—S8hort title.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: TIn ovder to test
the feeling of fhe Committee I move an
amendment—

That the worda ‘fAssociaticn of
goorlis’’ be struck out.

Thoe cffect of this amendment will be to
permit all friendly societies té be om, the
same level. Since we discussed this 131l ves-
terday, T have made some inquiries at the
office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies.
I did not do so in any hostile spirit to the
friendly sccieties, because we all know the
good work they are doing. But if we vali-
date this illegal "act, which is admitted in
the preamble, what. w1ll be the position then?
The RBill will put the Registrar of Friendly

Kal-

Societies right, and that ig importaut from.

his point of wview, But what will be the
position of other societies? Supposing a
society at Geraldton wish to do what Kal-
goorlié has dome, it will be acting illegally
and the registrar will object, but it would
be' absurd for us to refuse to give a vali-
dating Aect in that case. Why cannot we
adopt a business-like course by making pro-
vision which will permit other societies to
act similarly? This measure iy liable to put
us in a very foolish position, I am not ques-
tioning the procedure which should be
adopted, but there is a file in connection
with this matter and, when the registrar pro-
duced it, T declined to look at it, because one
eannot be too careful about using files which
the Minister might object to members seeing.
Still, T think we shonld be permitted to sce
the file and ascertain the exact position of
affairs. I wish to help the friendly societies
but, at the same time, we must protect our-
sclves and not put the chemists or the gen-
cral pnblic in a false position. The amend-
ment will mean a re-drafting of the Rill,
but the effect will be merely to hold up " the
measure in order that other friendly socie-
ties might be put on the same footing.

Hon. J, Ewing: Have other sccieties done
the same thing?

Hon., A, SANDERSON: We are at vari-
ance with regard to the facts, We were told
that the dispensary at Kalgoorlie is not sell-
ing to the outsuie public, but the chemists
say it is. . Cornell told us that not a
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protest had been made by the Boulder or
Kalgoorlie chemists.

Hon. J. Cornell: I told you T had heard of

ucne,
" Hon, A, SANDERSON: I took it the hom,
member would have heard if there had been
any. Whatever the statement ig, it is contra-
dicted by .the reglstrar of the pharmacy
couneil.

Hon. J: Cornell He might have received
one,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I want ‘to know
if there bhave heen any protesta. The. regis-
trar of the pharmaey council says this dis-
pensary is competing with the chemists, and
this, if not contrary te the letter, is certainly
contrary to the spirit of the Friendly Socie-
ties Act. In Perth no one, unless he be a
member of a friendly society, can buy so
mueh as a hottle of castor-oil from the
friendly soeicties' dispensary.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would not the amend-
ment make the Bill valueless?

Hon. A. SANDERBON: The hon. mem-
ber should ot say I wish to make the Bill
valueless,

Hon. J. Cornell: ¥ou mlght do so uninten-
tionally.

Hon. A, SBANDERSON;: ANl the friendly
societies shonld be put on the same footing.

Hon. J. Cornell: Your intentions might
not be sound.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
not intérrupt. He will have an opportunity
to discuss the amendment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I merely wish {o
put other friendly socletms on an equal
footing.

Hon. H. M]:LLING-TON Mr, Sa.nderson
assured me that he does not wish to kill the
Bill. The measure is introdnced for a specifie
purpogse and affects one particnlar organisa-
tien. We are not dealing with supposititioua
eases, The only societies wo are conecerned
about are those at Kalgoorlie, There will be

- no gsense in the Bill if the reference to the

very friendly societies concerned is struck
out. The hon. member proposes to validate
something that other friendly societies have
not done. They do not require any white-
washing, The amendment will render the
Bill utterly opposed to commonsenss, and
will provide an open invitation to other socie-
ties to infringe the Aect.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Mr, Sanderson
should be credited with the most' laudable
of intentions but, if the amendment is cnr-
rigd, the Bill might as well be withdrawn.
The Bill has been introduced for a particular
purpose; to strike, out the vital wordas
would necessitate the introduction of a new

"Bill, and I donbt whether we should be able

to consider it.  Before we validate an act
of a particular body we should know the
facts very fully. .

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The object is to
explain to the Committee what they are
doing if they pass the clause as it standas,
Private members are copying the example of
the Government by bringing us into the
pogition that wa will have no a]terna.twe
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but to put through a piece of foolish legisla-
tion. This will not reflact credit on our
workmanghip or our knowledge. 1 am not
going to do anything more than to make a
protest and to say that the Bill should not
have been introdueed in the form in which
we have it before ws, If the hon. member
will give me an assarance that he will ac-
eept the amendment which Dr. Saw out-
lined at the previons sitting, I will with-
draw mine and say no more about it

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What would be the
effeet of your amendment?

Hon. A, BANDERSON: It would give
time to the mover to reconsider the whole
position and give us time to get the papers,
which would enable us to see what we were
doing,

Hon. J. Corneli:
RBill next session.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It may be news
to the hon. member that this matter has
been going on for five years. It was dis-
covered four years ago by the Regmtrar of
Friendly Socisties and if it remained in abey-
ance for another 12 months no harm would
be done,

Horm. J. EWING Is it competent for me
to move that the Bill be referred to a select
committee?

The CHAIRMAN: No; ,a.t this stage it is
too late. That course should have been
taken when the second reading was passed.

Hon. J. EWING: I am very sorry for
that, I would ask the hon. member in
charge of the Bill. to agree to report pro-
gress, o that we may get the Registrar’s
report and peruse it, If it were possible to
refer the matter to a select committee we
could get over the whole diffieulty.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I suggest that the
hon, member in charge of the Bill aceepts
the advice tendered by Mr. Ewing. I am
eertaih it is the desire of the House to do
what is right. This is only a small measure
and it can be considered at any time, and
with the information that Mr. Sanderson
has asked for, hon. members wouldl be in a
better position to deal with the Bill early
next week, .

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: The Bill is a
very simple one but Mr. Sanderson iz en-
deavouring to shroud it.in mystery. He has
endeavoured to cast suspicion on the Bill—I
do not know in whose interests. The mat-
ter has not heen dealt with hurriedly at all
It was introduced in another place on the
27th August. The facts were stated and
published. So far as a select committes is
concerned, the main witnesses would have to
be brought from Kalgoorlie. I do not know
whether that would suit the CGovernment.
All they could tell us would be what the
Registrar is well aware of. The Registrar
ean give hon. members any information they
desire. The Friendly Societies’ Association
acted in a straightforward manner and ac-
cepted the advice of the Registrar. Why,
then, this attempt to show that something
is being done in an underhand maunmerf TIf
Mr. Banderson has-any direet charge to

Apd we can discussg the

[COUNCIL.]

make, let him make it straight cut and not
give the impression that he could a tale
unfold.

Hon. A. BANDERSON: The position is
quite clear. We do not require a select com-
mittee. I only want hon. members to un-
derstand what they are doing. From my
way of looking at this affair, we are doing
a slovenly piece of work if we pass the Bill
as it stands.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
the Bill; we are discussing the title.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I am speaking as
a professional politician for the general puh-
lic?

- Hon. J. Cornell: Professionalf

" Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes, and I am
proud of the profession, and I am trying to
turn out good work, I have my responsibili-
ties as one representing a certain section of
the eommunity and proud to congider himself
8 professional politician interested in his
profession. [ am not going to Jet this pass
withont making a protest.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and paassed.

(Olause 2—Validation of investments of
sociaty.

Hon. Dr. A. J. H. SAW: I indicated yes-
terday what I thought would clear up any
little doubt there might be in regard to the
clause. I move an amendment—

That gfter ‘‘company’’ in line 2 the
words ‘‘to the extent of 300 contributing
ghares and 500 fully paid wp shares'’ be
inserted.

Hon. J. MILLINGTON: The amendment
appears to be clear. At the same time I aun
afraid it would not prove as definite as the
mover intends. The aetual share eapital held
by the TKalgoorlie Friendly Societies Asso-
ciation is 500 fully paid up shares and 300
contributing shares, The total amount of
the share capital called up is £800, and the
balance of the share capital has been paid
out of the profits of the company, It is
seareely fair to ask me to accept the amend-
ment, becaguse I am not quite sure that it
would not inflict a hardship upon the Kal-
goorlic Friendly Societies Association. They
have also an interest in the £050 paid to-
wards the share capital out of profits.
Therefore, it may be that this definite
amendment, if agreed to, would affect the
interests of the friendly societies, seeing
that they were partners in the business dur-
ing the last five years when profits to that
amount were made, and seeing also that the
original holder has been paid £050 out of
the profits. I caunot admit that all the in-
terest the Friendly Societies Association have
in the business is comprised in the terms of
the amendment.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
anpital?

Hon. J. MILLINGTON: The price paid
for the business was £1,600, which with in-
terest made a total amount of £1,750.

What is the total
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. Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I took these figures
from the cireulars supplied by the secretary
of the Kalgoorlie friendly societies, From
that ecircular I Jearn that the Kalgoorlie
Friendly Societies Association is simply a
sharcholder in the M. Kelly Coy., Ltd,
holding 300 contributing shaves and 500
fully paid up shares, and is one of 60 share-
holders. T do not wish to embarrass the
Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies Association, I
simply wish that it shall be made clear that
we are validating ome act of the - Friendly
Societies Association of Kalgoorlie. 1T do
not wish them to put anry more money into
the enterprise nor to make this a precedent.

Hon, J. CORNELL: There is no need for
the amendment. The Ealgoorlie Friendly
Societies Association have incurred certain
liabilities. I assume that upon assent being
given to the Act, the action of the Kalgoor-
lie’ Friendly Societies Association will be
validated. That will be the end of it, The
clause does not empower them to take up
any more shares.

Hon. J. Ewing: They could take them up
in the meantime.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The eclanse gives
them no power to make further investments
than they have already made. Why should
we ingert words which may confliet with the
company law under which' the company is
working? The clansg will nol permit them
to go any further than they have gone,

Hon. A. BANDERSON: I can fully. ap-
preciate the refusal of the hon. .miember in
charge of the Bill to accept the amendment,
I do not fecl inelined to support the amend-
ment myself, beeause it wonld not ‘have -the
effect of spragging the wheel, but would
slmply have the effect of makmg this Com-
mittee’s work appear worse than it is now
likely to do when it is finished. It has never
been suggested that amything' improper has
been going on; Neither the proposer nor
the member in charge of the Bill ‘can tell us
the position of the company. The friendly
gociaties have committed an illegal aet by
investing funds in a chemist’s shop. It
would not make the sglighest differénce in
regard to the illegality of the act if they had
invested their money in a bootmaker’s shop.
The other point of view is not the amount
of the actual investment, but the fast that
this is a chemist’s business, and when we have
a chemist’s business and a friendly soeieties’
business, it does not matter whether they can
vt £5 or £500 inte it. The point in regard
to the chemist’s business is not the amount
of money, but whether they ean go into the
business of snpplying medicines to themselves
as well as to the general public.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member
to confine his remarks to the amendment. Tt
i8 not a question of the class of business to
be engaged in,

. Hon. A. SANDERSON: If the amend-
ment were carried, it would not give what the
hon, member wishes. He is not certain of
his faets and there is no one in the Chamber
whe can give us proper information. I do
not see how he can expeet us to support him.

[29)

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The point appears
to me te be that the Xalgoorlie friendly
societies have collected funds from their mém-
bers for a specific purpose. As to the amount
of the funds, this Committee has no know-
ledge, nor as to whether they have bought
shares on the time payment system and have

invested more money than they have fends

to provide for. It is mow proposed to ask,
not the members of the society, but Parlia-
ment, which knows nothing whatever about it,
to ratify the action which has been taken,
I urge npon the hon, member to report pro-
gress so that we may see the file. If T can
get further infermation and am satisfied with
it -I will anpport the Bill.

© Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: I ask Dr. Saw not

to proceed with his aniendment. He wishes
to take a particilar sentence from the cir-
cular we have received and embody it in
the Bill. I do not see what object can be
-gained by putting it in. The Attorney Gen-
eral has supported the Bill and the Registrar
of Friendly Societies is satisfied with it. Mr.
Millington has also put the matter clearly
before us. What purpese can be served by
the amendment I do not know. The Bill does
not aflect any future investments, but only
affests the investments actually made b) these
friendly" societies.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I have uo desire
to rush the Bill through, or prevent han,
members from making any ingquiries they
may wish to make. The clause is definite on
the point that the Bill is to validate some-
thing which has beem done by the Friendly
Bocieties Association. I think reference to
the file will satisfy hon, members as to the
oxact interests the friendly societies hold. It
is apparently the wigh of hon. members, how-
ever, that progress should be reported, and
I am quite willing that this should be dene.

[The Praesident resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

MOTION—TRADE WITH STRAITS
SETTLEMENTS AND JAVA,

Debate resumed from the 30th September
on the following motion by Hon. J. Duffell:
That in the opinion of this House, in view of
the iecessity for the encouragement of pro-
dnetion by the provision of adequite wmar-
kets, it is advisable that the Government take
steps to develop trade and eommerce bebween
this State and the Straits Settlements and
Java.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hov. C. F.
Baxter—Bast) [5.40]: The importance of the
motion is fully recognised. The report
made by the Hom, Mr. Kingsmill in July,
1917, is most interesting and informative,
and has been fully appreciated by the Gov-
ernment. It is also of great value to the
producers of the State. With the restora-
tion of novmal shipping facilities, Western
Australia can look forward to a good trade
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with the Straits Settlements and Java, We
enjoy the happy position, geographically
speaking, of being the nearest State to
those markets, and we should avail our-
selves of the opporiunities thereby offered.
The main lines of export will probably he
flour and meat. There are alse large fields
for manufactured produets, ineluding manu-
factered foods and dried and preserved
fruits, that can be supplied under the best
conditions from this State, There are cer-
tain firms doing good business already with
the Islands, particularly Messrs. Plaistowe
and Uo., and Messrs. Mills & Whare, both of
them dealing with manufactured food lines.
¥ understand that in their operations they
have aimed, not only at sending the best
of these lines, but preparing commodities
suitable for the comsumers in the Islands,
which seems to be a very great factor in
their “suecess.  As the islanders become
greater consumers of meat, an extension in
our meat trade should be brought about.
The Government are making extensive in-
quiries regarding the disposal of the pro-
ducts of the Wyndham Meat Works, which
are situated not far from the Islands. T
have looked up a few figures regarding the
atock export to Singapore and Java. In
1912 caftle to the wvalun¢ of £19,257, and
sheep to the value of £10,942 were ex-
ported; and in 1917 the figures were, cattle
£13,381, horses £300, and sheep £2,016. In
1918 the figures were, cattle £218, horses
£1,700, and sheep £8,817. The great falling
off shown is due to the faet that shipping
facilities were mnot offering, but in that
respect matters are improving every month.
We have also established a good trade in
flour with the islands. In respect of that
trade, the Government do not claim any
credit. The persons to be thanked for that
trade are Messrs, Thomas & Co.,
Messrs. Ockerby & Co. Both firms are re-
presented in the islands, and have done a
great deal to promote the export of West-
ern  Australian flour there, There is an
order now in hand for 4,000 odd tons of
flour, and the steamer which ecarries that

order will also have a consignment of 2,000,

sheep.  Notwithstanding the restricted
freight faeilities, there has been a rapid in-
crease in the export of flonr from Weatern
Australia to that market. In 1907 our ex-
port of flour to the islands totalled 2,464
tons, in 1912, 4,666 tons, and in 1918, 13,829
tons ~and durmg this eurrent year ‘there has
been about 22 ,000 tons experted. The flour
now being supphed is manufactured from
wheat purchased at 8s, per bushel, so that
the return to the growers of this State ie
very good.

Hon. V. Hamersley: But the Eastern
Statea have stopped that trade now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The East-
ern States have not stopped the export of
flour "to Java or the Straits Settlements.
The Australian Wheat Board has nof even

' stopped parcel shipments of flour, but ounly
full shipments to Mediterranean ports. The
demand from the islands and from India

and -
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for our fruits is expected to inerease
largely, The possibilities of auech a develop-
ment have been carefully watched. A few
months ago, being in charge of the Agricul-
tural Department, I sent half a dozen
sample cases of apples to India. T feel sure
that when the quality of our fruits becomes
known in India and the islands there will
be a big sale for them in those markets.

Hon. J. Nicholson: If only six cases were
sent, not many people would taste the
apples.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There ap-
pears to be a disposition to treat the sub-
jeet with levity, but- I assure the House
that I took care to consign those half dozen
cages {0 a very good commercial man, who
will make the best use of them. It was
only with considerable difficulty that the
officers of my department were able to
obtain samples of the varieus kinds of
apples that were needed. According to the
information given me by the Forestry De-
partment, there appears to be very little
opening for our timbers in the islands. The
TForests Department write as follows on the
point--

There does not appear to be any hope
of opening up a profitable trade in timber
with @ither the Straitzs Settlements or the
Duteh Eazst Indies. There are undoubt-
edly possibilities for opening up markets
for some Western Australian produets in
the islandg, but it cannot be hoped that
timber will find a place amongst these
products.

In the development of these markets, two
golden riles will have to be observed, The
first is that we must see that the quality of
the article we export is good, and the
second is that we muat suit the require-
ments of our prospective eustomers. Many
persons appear to be of the opinion that
the inhabitants of the islands are not
wealthy, That is 2 great’ mistake. Mr.
Eingsmill’s report has already shown the
error of such a view. What may be termed
the wealthy population of the islands ex-
ceeds in number the total population of
Australia. It must not be thought that we
can gend second eclass products to that
market. This impression has zlready done
a great deal of harm to various lines of
Western Australian goods. One shipment
of goods, I know, was lying in the islands
for some months, and could not be disposed
of because it was not suitable for the trade.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do the Forestry Depart-
ment report unfavourably as to the prospects
of exporting our timbers to Javat

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is the
view they take at present. The Government
tully recognise the value of the general trade
that awaits Western Augtralian producers
in those markets, and are anxious to do all
they can towards developing the trade. As
regards the appointment of a trade com-
missioner, I cannet give Mr. Duffell a definite
angwer now, I may say that I discussed that
matter with Mr. Kingsmill on his retom
from the islands. T will bring it before my
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colleagues again, Every consideration is now
being given, and will in the future be given,
. to the eapturing of the very valuable trade
which should be established with the Straits
Settlements and Java. '

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (XNorth)
[5.56]: After the instructive speeches deliv-
ered by the proposer of this motion and by
the Honorary Miuister, it is not necessary for
me to say much, The matter is specially in-
teresting to me because T happen to be
acting Consul for the Netherlands, and Java
is part of the Duteh nation’s possessions,
When the Consul General in Melbourne re-
quested me to take the office, he gave me
distinetly to understand that he did not wish
me to carry out the ordinary duties of a
consul, signing a few letters and sending
round & few circulars, but that Le wished me,
if possible, to cultivate the most friendly
relations between the two pecples with a view
to developing trade between the two loeali-
ties,

Hon, J, Cornell: He could not have made
a happier choice in that respect.

Hon. Sir B. H. WITTENOOM: In addi-
tion, he said he hoped that I would at the
earliest opportunity take & trip to the Dutch
Bagt Indies, when he would furnish me with
introductions, and do everything in his power
to agsist me. Nothing would give me greater
pleasurs than to undertake at all events that
part of the consul’s duties. We have at our
doors almnost, an enormous population of
working people who produce varions neces-
saries and loxuries of life of which we ean
very well avail ourselves, On the other hand
we produce many things required by thiose
people. That phase of the matier wag re-
ferred to in detail by Mr. Baxter just ncw.
Were it not for what I eall our mischievous
legislation in eonnection with sugar, we might
at the present moment be importing sugar at
= reasonable price and in a.commercial man-
ner. I spoke of certain legislation as mis-
chigvous for this reason, that it is inad-
visable as well as harmful that we should
protect and foster an industry which cannot
be earried on economieally in Australia by
white people, whilst we can get sugar at our
doors very much cheaper. And not only that,
but we could exchange for the sugar’ other
commodities that we produce ourselves. Let
us extend our reflections 2 little by imagin-
ing that we arfe importing sugar at fairly
cheap rates into this State: look at the in-
dustriea we would lhave in the way of fruit
preserving and jam-making. * At present a
great deal of fruit goes to waste here.
Though timber, for some reason with which
I am not familiar, seems to be barred, we
can send to Java flour and meat. But if we
export those commodities, we must be pre-
pared to take something .in exzchange for
them., We cannot expect those people to pay
ug in gold, I feel confident that if the trade
could be developed it would be to the mutual
adventage of both peoples, and not the least
advantage, I think, would be ours. If we

. were they?

could obtain from Java cheap sugar and some
other commodities produced thera, and ship
in return our meat, our flour, our woel, and
our preserves and wines—all of the very best
quality—I think it would be advantageous
to both parties, Although I have been per-
sonally prevented from paying a visit to the
Dutel East Indies, a visit which both the
Consnl General and T think might be of ad-
vantage to Western Australia, I am pleased
to have been forestalled by an ambassador
with even greater powers of making knmown the
good qualties and advantages of Western
Australian produets, I refer to our Presi-
dent, who took a trip to the Malay States.
We have all read his report, and I am exeeed-
ingly sorry that to-day, owing to the position
he holds,.Mr. Kingamill is unable or unwilling
—1I do not know which—to contribute to this
debate and afford the House a great deal of
light and information. In the circumstances
I have very much pleasure in supporting the
motion, and I congratulate Mr. Duffell on
having brought it forward.

On motion by Hon. T. Cornell debate 2d- .
journed.

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Tn Committee.

Resumed from the previons day. Hon. J.
F. Allen in the Chair; Hon. J. Nicholson in
charge of the Bill

Clause 7—Amendinent of Seetion 23 of
principal Aect:

Hon, J, W, Kirwan had moved an amend-
ment—* ‘That the following be added to the
clange :—f And is further amended by adding
at the end. of paragraph {d) the following
proviso:—Provided that the insanity of a
wife, when anch insanity is the result of
pregnancy, childbirth, or lactation, shall be
no ground for a petition for dissolution of
marriage on the part of the husband.’ >’

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I have brought
the hon. member’s amendment before the
women’s organisations and have received the
following letter:— .

On behalf of the members of the ghove
organisations, we desire to make it clear
that we consider provision should be made
for divoree in cases of ineurable insanity
after five years. Whatever the causes of
incurable insanity might be, the result is

‘the same to those most concermed,

The women most concerned. with the hon.
member’s amendment are ddesirous that it
should not be inserted in the Bill.

Hon. J, W, EIRWAN: T am extremely
disappointed that the women’s organisations
ghould take that view of this important
amendment. T have the' greatest respect for
the ladies responsible for that document, and
the organisations they represent, but I am
convinced that, if the matier were placed
before the women of Western Anstralia they
would not take the same view.

Ton, A, Sanderson: What organisations
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Hon. J. W, EIRWAN:
know when they met.

Hon, J. Nicholson: To-day,

Hon, J, W. KIRWAN: T can hardly con-
ceive it possible that the women of Western
Australin would take, that view. Is a woman
to be pumshed becanse she has faithfully
performed her duties as a wife? Is not she
punished sufficiently by suffering from in-
sanity$ Is further punishment to be im-
yosed on her hecause of her fidelity to the
marriage arrangement by permitting the
Jusband to east her offf It is positively
eruel, aud I am opposed to anything of the
kind. This is a most important question;
several members have left, for their homes,
and it would be most unfair to send the

*amendment to a division in snch a thin
House. I hope progress will be reported.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Is the informa-
tion T sought lagt night, regarding the law
in other States, available? I am fighting the
Bill on one principle and that is on what i3
done in other parts of Australia.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: I agreed to re-
port progress last night té enable Mr. San-
derson to ascertain all the information he re-
quired. The duty to provide it does rot de-
volve upon me,” We are here to consider our
own legislation, ndt the legislation of the
other States. .

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I am more than
satisfled with the amswer. The member in
charge of thig important Bill does not know
the position in the other States, but wishes
to throw on me and on' other members of
the Committee the omus to aseertain it. If
I ever take charge of a Bill I hope I shall
be able to ansWer any reasonable question.
This is a reasonable questiom, and the hon.
member professes himself ignorant on it.

" Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: Does the leader
of the Houwse propose to sit after teaf

The Honorary Minister: No.

Hon, J- W, KIRWAN: Then I snggest

that progress be reported. I have a medieal
book which T do mot wish to start reading
now Dbint "if the points it -contains were
brought before the Committee, they wonld
have an Jmporta.nt bearing on this diseus-
sion. The work is by Blandferd and iy em-
titled ‘“Insanity and its treatment:.’’.
" Hon. J. NICHOLSON: "It is not fair
of the hon. member to ask for further de-
lay. Every opportunity has been given’to
make the fullest inguiries, and he should be
sotisfied with the deeision of the women.

Hon, J. W. KTRWAN: What organisa-
tions . were represented by the ladies who
sent tha letter?

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Women’s Service
Gnild and the W.C.T.U. S

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Have those or-
ganisations communicated with the ladies in
wy prevince? T ean hardly belicve that they
have edmmnunicated with the women through-
out the State during this momm . Fvidently
a few Jadies met together as’ %in executive
anrl expressed this opinion, With all due re-
speet to_them, T am quite convineed they do
not represént thc views of thé women of this

I would like to

[ASSEMBLY.]

State. If the amendment is not agreed to,
there will be some justification for the state-
ment frequently made. in opposition to man-
made-law. It is a provisien under which
women will receive first consideration, and
it is our duty to give them first considera-
tion.

Hon, J. Duffell: Do you espect to earry
the amendment by stonewalling tactics?

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: I would like the
hon, member to explain what he means. It
is unfair to have to take a division on such
an important question in such a thin House.
I know of no instance where such an im-
portant question has been decided on a
Thursday afternoon in a thin House.

[The President resumed the Chair.)
Progreés reporbed.

House adjowrned at 616 pam.

Legislative EHssembly,
Thursday, 2nd October, 1919,
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The BPEAKER took the Chair at 4.50
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SOLIDIER  SETTLEMENT,
"DANGIN DISTRICT.

Mr." GRTFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
How many different applicatimls have been
made by returned soldiers in the distriet
covered by the Dangli local repatriation
committec? 2, Mow many of those apphca-
tions have been approved by the Soldier
Settiement Boaaﬂ and how many refused?
3, How long wias Inspector Sugden a rosident
of this State befora lie enlisted, and what
were the gualifications on which he was ap-
pointed as lands inspector®

The PREMITER replicd: 1, Information is
not available, hut can he obtained after com-
munieation with the loeal committee. 2,
Answered. by No, 1. 3, We have no informa-
tion as to actual date of Inspector Sugden’s
arrival in Western Australia, He had five
mears’ practieal experience in ploncelmg in
the wheat helt—be took up land in Latham
in 1910. ¥e has a knowledge of rough sur-



